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Preface

Climate justice
is the aim.
Climate injustice
is the reality.
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Hardly any region is suffering the
consequences of climate change as
much as Southern Africa. Rainfall is
declining, harvests are failing, and
drinking water supplies are under
serious threat. Women — often the
main breadwinners for their families
— are particularly affected. The
developments in Southern Africa are a
stark example of how the impacts of
climate change are being felt most
acutely by vulnerable populations that
are already at risk and yet contribute
the least to climate change globally.
It was in this context around twenty
years ago that the term “climate
justice” was coined to describe
climate change as an ethical and
political issue. Since then, the idea of
applying justice concepts to the
causes and consequences of climate
change has taken deeper root and
demand for climate justice has grown.
A worldwide movement has arisen.
This reader summarises the results
of a workshop that constructify.media
organised in December 2020: “Paving
the way to climate justice”. This was
our recently founded NGO’s first
public-facing initiative, and thus we
wanted to make clear right from the
start what our main concern is. We
want to sensitise and motivate
journalists, the media and the public
to focus not only on crises and
problems when dealing with major
global challenges. But to go one step
further and ask: what solutions are

there and who are the actors
searching for solutions and
implementing them? This approach is
based on the concept of constructive
journalism, which we are aiming to
employ and promote for reporting on
climate, environment and water
issues.
In the workshop, we provided an
introduction to constructive
journalism and an overview of several
important aspects of climate justice.
Then the floor was open to our
speakers — engaging experts with
completely different backgrounds from
vastly different parts of the world.
They addressed the climate challenge
by outlining ways to mitigate impacts,
change behaviour and economies, and
design scenarios that make the hope
for change more realistic, especially
for vulnerable groups. Here in this
reader you can find our overviews as
well as our speakers’ profiles and links
to their presentations, which we hope
will serve as an inspiration for
journalistic work on the topic of
climate justice.
We would like to thank our speakers,
all participants and the Federal State
of Bremen whose funding enabled us
to conduct the workshop and to create
this reader.
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Constructive
Journalism
Introducing a solutionsoriented media concept
Definition of Constructive Journalism
“Constructive Journalism gives media
consumers a comprehensive view of an
issue (context, perspective, background
and understanding, nuances etc.),
inspiring them and facilitating public
debate around a better tomorrow. It
provides a more balanced perspective
of the world, covering not only violence,
death, conflict, failure or disaster but
also solution-oriented stories.
Editorial priorities for each day’s
news include selecting the stories that
can provide a more accurate and
fairer portrayal of the world we live in.”
European Broadcasting Union
www.ebu.ch/trainings/2017/11/
constructive-journalism

Why do we need it?

“Journalism is the filter between reality
and the perception of reality.
Comprehensive surveys demonstrate a
huge gap between facts and
populations’ perception of facts. In
2015, global analysis company Ipsos
Mori found that Italians believe almost
half of the Italian population to be
unemployed. However, unemployment
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rates for 2014 equalled 12 percent.
Americans read and watch so many
stories about teenage pregnancies
that they believe every fourth woman
aged between 13 and 19 become
pregnant. The factual statistic is three
in a hundred.”
Ulrik Haagerup, Constructive News,
Aarhus 2019

In 2018, Swedish professor of
international health and statistician
Hans Rosling with his son Ola Rosling
and daughter-in-law Anna Rosling
Rönnlund published the book
Factfulness: Ten Reasons We’re Wrong
About the World – and Why Things Are
Better Than You Think.
In 2012, Rosling was listed as one of
Time Magazine’s 100 most influential
people in the world. He died in 2017.

The problem is that the picture is
wrong, because most news reporters
systematically ignore the facts which
do not fit into the traditional negative
news angle.”
Roland Schatz, Founder and CEO of
Media Tenor, a Swiss-based
international company doing analysis
on media content around the world
Source: Ulrik Haagerup, Constructive
News, Aarhus 2019

Rosling suggests the vast majority of
human beings are wrong about the
state of the world. He shows that his
test subjects think the world is poorer,
less healthy, and more dangerous than
it is. The authors do not target willful
distortions of the truth so much as
the tendency to base opinions on halftruths, negativist assumptions and
sheer ignorance. This tendency leads
people to give in to a number of what
the authors call ‘instincts’, which go
against good and sound judgment.
Media contributes a lot to half-truths
and negativist assumptions.
“Negativity is an illness caught by even
serious newspapers, magazines and
not least TV news broadcasters all
over the Western World. Our surveys
show that up to 60 percent of all news
stories deal with problems and things
that are wrong, depending on the
country and the media. …The problem
is not that their numbers are wrong.
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The Concept of
Constructive Journalism
“Constructive journalism is an umbrella
term for journalism that includes the
investigation of solutions to problems.
This could range from being the primary
focus of a report to being just one
element in a report. You can think of
it as spectrum stretching from full-fat
solutions journalism to solutions-lite
stories.
Positive journalism is not the same as
constructive journalism. It is less serious
or rigorous and often tells stories of
heroes and individual events which don’t
have high significance to society – but
that’s not to say these stories don’t have
a useful role. Sometimes the distinction
can be blurred.”
“Constructive journalism is a solutionsfocused approach to news in which
reporters don’t just concentrate on
problems but also examine solutions.
Rather than merely investigating
what’s going wrong in the world, they
explore what’s going right – and why.
Constructive journalism isn’t about
ignoring negative news or covering fluffy,
feel-good stories. It’s rigorous reporting
about responses to social problems
showing what people are doing to tackle
important issues.”
accountablejournalism.org/ethics-codes/theexpress-guide-to-constructive-journalism
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 onstructive Journalism takes
C
journalism’s democratic function
seriously, building on the idea that
journalism is a feedback mechanism
that helps society self-correct. It
holds, however, that awareness about
a problem is unlikely to bring about
corrective action.
 onstructive Journalism, therefore,
C
seeks to facilitate public debate not
only around important problems,
but also around possible solutions to
improve the quality and the tone of
public discussions.
Ulrik Haagerup: Constructive News,
Aarhus 2019
Advocates also argue that constructive
journalism presents a more accurate
reflection of the world by telling the
whole story, that it can increase trust
in journalism because people see
themselves more honestly reflected
in the news, and that it makes it more
likely that people will get involved in
responses to problems. They also say
it increases accountability of those in
power and has more impact in bringing
about change.

9

State of
the Media

When it bleeds
it leads
Bad news
is good news
Where is
the conflict?
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Crisis Reporting
– but no solutions
This BBC article is a
typical example of crisis
reporting. The author
quotes many experts
and did detailed
research on water issues
in the region, concluding
with a quote from the
Russian analyst Andrei
Kazantsev: “The most
optimistic scenario is
that things stay as they
are. The most
pessimistic one is
complete catastrophe
and the emergence of a
string of failed state.”
But what is missing
completely in the article
is any mention of the
many initiatives in the
region (on interstate
and state level, on
expert and civil society
level) that address the
water issues with
solutions, concepts and
meaningful actions for
overcoming existing
problems.
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The Three Pillars of
Constructive Journalism

 The Angle
Not only expose the
problem, but also look
for possible solutions

12

 The View
Strive for the best obtainable
version of the truth.
See the world with both eyes.

 The Role
Engage and facilitate
debate, including people
in the community
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Different Concepts
of Journalism and Its Impact
Breaking

Investigative

Constructive

Time

Now

Yesterday

Tomorrow

Goals

Speed

Blame

Inspiration

Questions

What, when

Who, why

What now, how

Style

Dramatic

Critical

Curious

Role

Police

Judge

Facilitator

Focus

Drama,
Conflict

Crooks,
Victims

Solutions,
Best Practice

Source: Constructive Institute 2017

Key Questions for
a Solution-oriented Story
i Who has a similar problem ?
i What did they do to solve it ?
i Can we learn from their experiences ?
i Who, what, when, where, why…

  and
i How, so what?
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It’s Solutions Journalism if it…
 Features not just a person, but a
response to a problem and how it
happened
 Provides available evidence of
results, looking at effectiveness
– not just intentions
 Seeks to provide insights that can
help others to respond, too – not
just inspiration

Asking for a
solution is the
key question
of constructive
journalism.
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Tools for a Solution Story
(according to Grüner/Sauer)
Five questions
for planning your topic

Reader perspective – guidelines
i Explain it to me, so I understand it

Why is it a problem?

i Orient me, give me context

Why does it need a solution?

i Inspire me

Why is it important for our

i Update me

audience?

Why now?
Why with these protagonists?

i Show me a perspective
i Give me a choice

Getting more transparency
for your story

Who benefits from the problem ?
Who benefits from a solution ?
Who loses ?

Which stakeholders are involved ?
What is the problem description
based on ?

What do we know?

What don‘t we know?

16

Presentation on YouTube:
ogy.de/f21y

constructify.media
ticks differently.

We know and name crises and

conflicts. But we do not stop at
analysing the status quo.

We also ask questions about the

future. Where are the solutions
for a problem? Who are the actors
seeking those solutions – and
implementing them?

Climate change and environmental
degradation demand answers – for the
survival of mankind and the well-being
of the earth. Journalists and the media
have a responsibility to ask for these
answers, and to show what needs to
be done and is feasible to do.
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Those who have done
the least to cause climate
change are among the
most vulnerable to it.

Climate Justice
It‘s about
[disproportionate]
impacts
IMPACT of climate change
IMPACT of policies to
address climate change
18

How do we evaluate impacts?
And the risk/uncertainty of those
impacts?
Who bears the burdens?
Who benefits?
Whose interests do we consider?
What kinds of interests?
Who has a duty to act?
Who is able to act?
Through what channels?
Who is responsible?
And to whom? Who should pay?
Who can pay?
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Climate Change
From science to ethics
and politics
Mitigation
Reducing, capturing or offsetting
greenhouse gas (e.g. carbon
dioxide) emissions to limit the
severity of climate change
& lessen its impacts

Adaptation
Preparing for & adjusting
to current climate changes &
predicted future impacts

Compensation
Paying for damages,
irreversible harm or loss

Adaptation depends on mitigation:
Who can/should mitigate? Who can
adapt? Who can be compensated?
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Climate Justice
Approaches
Isolationist
Climate change as a discrete
issue – dealing with emissions in
isolation from poverty, migration,
development, cultural rights and
other issues
Allocating burdens of mitigation
& adaptation using narrow
principles such as:
Photo: © Alasdair Jardine

polluter pays (Include past

emissions? Right to develop?)

beneficiary pays (If they are
too poor to pay? If paying
lowers living standards?)

ability to pay (Richest bear
primary burden, middle
income some burden)

Integrationist
Climate change as intertwined
with other issues – causally
connected with & impacting on
these issues, exacerbating
existing inequalities &
vulnerabilities
Handling mitigation & adaptation
within a general principle of
justice such as:
r ight to a decent standard
of living
right to a safe environment
Historical trend: expanding focus
from “impact on the atmosphere”
to “impact on people”

Photo: © Carol Haynes
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Climate Justice
Equity issues go in
many directions…
between
countries

within
countries

gender

poverty &
development

race &
ethnicity

indigenous
rights

human
rights

…and involve
essential questions
of distribution and
procedure
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across
generations

From “not adequate” to demands for justice
“common but differentiated
responsibilities” for GHG emissions

Climate change as
a human rights issue

“Earth Summit” United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC)+ yearly UN Climate
Change Conferences (COP)

1992

Kyoto Protocol
Extension of UNFCCC

1997

2000
2002

2007

Doha Amendment
Extension of Kyoto Protocol
UN Agenda 2030
Sustainable
Development
Goals (SDGs)

Paris
Agreement
Supersedes
Kyoto Protocol

First Climate Justice Summit
COP6 side event
Bali Principles of Climate Justice
adopted at COP8

Climate Justice Now!
global coalition founded at COP13

2009

Climate Justice Action Network
formed pre-COP15

2010

World People’s Conference
on Climate Change and the Rights
of Mother Earth – Bolivia

2012

2015

Oslo Principles on Global Climate
Change Obligations

2018

People’s Demands for Climate Justice
to COP24
Fridays for Future

General trend for nearly 30 years:
progress but inadequate standards
plus lack of accountability, compliance,
enforcement & consequences

Climate targets incorporated in EU
23
and national/state laws; courts & rights
commissions rule on climate cases

Climate Change Litigation
Urgenda Foundation v.
State of the Netherlands (2019)
 utch Supreme Court: 25% GHG
D
reduction from 1990 levels by 2020
 limate change threatens
C
human rights
 overnment bound by duty of
G
care to its citizens
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Action + Justice
Climate justice gives us
compelling reasons
to combat
climate change
to accept & distribute
responsibilities
without burdening the
poor & vulnerable
to adopt procedures
that give affected
populations voice &
influence

Climate justice
makes climate action
m
 ore effective
b
 etter suited to the
scale of the task
Presentation on YouTube:
ogy.de/68wh
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Our Speakers
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How women are particularly
affected by climate change –
experiences from South Africa
Professor Dr Rozena Maart
Professor at University of KwaZuluNatal in Durban, South Africa
Director of the Centre for Critical
Research on Race and Identity
Research Ambassador of the
University of Bremen, Germany
Dr Rozena Maart's work examines
relationships between and among
political philosophy, Black
Consciousness, Derrida and
deconstruction, psychoanalysis,
feminist theory, and critical theories of
race and racism. She has lectured
throughout Canada, the United States,
Colombia and other parts of the world.
She has received several awards. In
1987, she was nominated for the
“Woman of the Year” award in South
Africa, for her work opposing violence
against women and for starting, with
four women, the first Black feminist
organisation in Cape Town, Women
Against Repression (WAR). Her most
recent award was the Caribbean
Philosophical Association’s renowned
Nicolás Guillén Philosophical
Literature Prize.

She is also a fiction writer. Her novel
The Writing Circle in 2010 was noted
as one of the ten top books in South
African literature.
Links:
rozenamaart.wordpress.com
Download PDF presentation:
constructify.media/maart-southafrica
Presentation on YouTube:
ogy.de/yrh0

27

Making Circular Economy
Inclusive in Green India
Mission: A Strategy to
Address Climate Injustice
Professor Dr Prasad Modak
Executive President, Environmental
Management Centre LLP, Mumbai,
India
Director, Ekonnect Knowledge
Foundation, Mumbai, India
Ex-Professor at Indian Institute of
Technology, Bombay
Dr Prasad Modak has worked with
almost all key UN, multilateral and
bilateral developmental institutions
and intergovernmental organizations.
Apart from the Government of India
and various Indian state governments,
his advice is sought by the
governments of Bangladesh, Egypt,
Indonesia, Mauritius, Thailand and
Vietnam.
He is a member of the Indian
Resources Panel at MoEFCC, and a
member of the Task Force on
Sustainable Public Procurement at the
Indian Ministry of Finance. He drafted
the Status Paper and Way Forward on
Resource Efficiency and Circular
Economy for NITI Aayog, a
Government of India policy think tank.
He is a contributor to UNEP’s Green
Economy Report, co-author of Global
28

Waste Management Outlook and chief
editor of Asia Waste Management
Outlook for the United Nations
Environment Programme.
Links:
linkedin.com/in/prasadmodak
emcentre.com
Download PDF presentation:
constructify.media/modak-greenindia
Presentation on YouTube:
ogy.de/ps22

Making Mobility Work for
Adaption to Environmental
Changes
Dr Andrea Milan
Lead – Migration Governance Data at
the International Organization for
Migration’s (IOM) Global Migration
Data Analysis Centre (GMDAC),
Berlin, Germany
Dr Andrea Milan has worked for
United Nations entities in the field of
international migration for more
than ten years. At IOM GMDAC he is
the Data Coordinator for the Migration
Governance Indicators project,
which includes the publicly accessible
Migration Data Portal. He has
expertise on numerous aspects of

migration including governance, data,
development, gender, environment
and climate change. Prior to joining
GMDAC, he held positions at the UN
University (UNU-EHS), UN Women, the
Office of the UN Special
Representative (SRSG) for
International Migration, and the Food
and Agriculture Organization (FAO).
He has published extensively on
migration-related issues, including the
book Migration, Risk Management and
Climate Change: Evidence and Policy
Responses (editor) and the UNESCAP
report Human Mobility and Adaptation:
Reducing Susceptibility to Climatic
Stressors and Mainstreaming (author).
He is a member of and volunteer for
Progetto RENA, a civic leadership lab
formed as an independent and plural
association of citizens and
organizations who want Italy to
become a more open, accountable and
transparent country.
Links:
linkedin.com/in/andrea-milan-a841121a
migrationdataportal.org/themes/
environmental_migration
Download PDF presentation:
constructify.media/milan-migration
Presentation on YouTube:
ogy.de/cwqt
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Green is the New Finance –
How to mobilise private capital
for an inclusive, climateresilient global economy
Helen Avery
Head of Nature Programmes and
Editorial Director at the Green
Finance Institute, London, UK
Helen Avery’s passion lies in driving
finance towards solving critical issues
such as biodiversity loss, climate
change and inequality. At the Green
Finance Institute, she oversees the
Institute’s initiatives to mobilise
private sector capital into naturebased solutions and conservation.
She also develops original content to
drive forward the climate finance
agenda, including the podcast “Green
is the New Finance”.
She has worked in business and
finance journalism for more than
twenty years. Prior to joining
the Institute she was Sustainable
Finance Editor at Euromoney, heading
up global coverage of social and
environmental finance, impact
investing, conservation finance,
inclusive finance, and inclusion and
corporate responsibility. She began
her career as a reporter at Investment
& Pensions Europe (IPE) Magazine
and at International Financing Review
(IFR).
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She volunteers with several
conservation organisations globally,
and is an advisory board member for
Virtual Enterprises International, an
educational nonprofit offering
students of all backgrounds authentic
and fulfilling business experiences.
Links:
linkedin.com/in/helen-avery
greenfinanceinstitute.co.uk/
greenisthenewfinance
Download PDF presentation:
constructify.media/Avery-greenfinance
Presentation on YouTube:
ogy.de/cwz8
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The authors
Carol Haynes
Carol has nearly 20 years of
experience in adult education/training
and curriculum development, with a
focus on language and communication.
She has worked in New York City,
Bangalore and Bremen in both
business and academic settings with
learners ranging from low-income
socially marginalised groups to city
administrators to research scientists,
software developers and corporate
professionals. She has also been a
website developer and team lead
responsible for building capacity,
mentoring and developing new talent.
After completing her master’s degree
in European Studies at Hochschule
Bremen in 2016, she began working
as a communications consultant for
organisations in Bremen, including
four years with the non-profit BORDA
on numerous regional and
international PR projects promoting
decentralised water and sanitation
solutions.
www.linkedin.com/in/carolchaynes
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Christoph Sodemann
Christoph has a 30-year history as a
journalist and media expert with a
strong focus on media training. After
graduation from the University of
Bremen in German literature and
history, he published the book The
Laws of Apartheid in 1986. He worked
as an editor, reporter and presenter at

Radio Bremen for more than ten years.
In 1999, he founded his own TV
production house Südost-Medien
agentur with branches in Bremen,
Belgrade, Chisinau and Sofia. SüdostMedienagentur conducted TV trainings
for young journalists from SouthEastern Europe, and produced films
for German TV (3sat/ZDF, Deutsche
Welle) as well as a business magazine
with a four-year run on Serbian state
TV RTS. From 2009 to 2011 he was
editor-in-chief of center.tv Bremen. He
is the founder of a Bremen-based PR
agency and was head of PR for five
years at BORDA, an NGO implementing
water and sanitation projects around
the world. During that time, he was
responsible for the communication of
the EU Horizon 2020 project INNOQUA,
and held media workshops on water
reporting in Jordan, Kurdistan/
Northern Iraq and Uzbekistan. Since
2012 he has been a lecturer in the
media department of the University of
Bremen.
www.linkedin.com/in/christophsodemann-55740523
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Climate justice
workshop reader
useful links
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Constructive Journalism Institute
constructiveinstitute.org
Solutions Journalism Network
www.solutionsjournalism.org
A quick primer on the Paris Agreement:
What is it, how does it work, what’s significant about it?
unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/
the-paris-agreement
Climate Action Tracker
Status of countries’ plans for climate action
known as nationally determined contributions (NDC),
as mandated by the Paris Agreement
climateactiontracker.org/climate-target-update-tracker
Climate TRACE emissions tracker
A tool for tracking human-caused emissions to specific sources in
real time, independently and publicly (to be released in 2021)
www.climatetrace.org
Climate change litigation update
Climate cases around the world (as of February 2020)
www.nortonrosefulbright.com/en/knowledge/
publications/7d58ae66/climate-change-litigation-update
Global Climate Litigation Report:
2020 Status Review from UN Environment Programme (UNEP)
www.unep.org/resources/report/global-climate-litigationreport-2020-status-review
Climate Justice
A review of issues, ethical considerations
and concepts in the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy
(includes extensive bibliography)
plato.stanford.edu/entries/justice-climate
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